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Nailsea and District Croquet Club

League Captains’ Handbook
If you have any queries about any aspect of captaining a league team, please contact Peter Dyke on 

01275 545178 

peter.dyke@blueyonder.co.uk
Please read this in conjunction with the Club Handbook which may be found in the club house and on our website.
Basic Information
Full guidelines on running matches may be found on the SWF website. If you do not have access to this, please ask Peter Dyke.

If it is necessary to re-arrange a match, please ensure that Peter Dyke is informed.

Please also remember to book the lawns you need for home matches.
Do not book more than two lawns for home matches. This allows for another league match to be played, or for other members to book or use a lawn.

It is your responsibility to ensure that your team provides refreshments for the visiting team. 
Tea and coffee may be provided from club supplies. A light tea is usually provided – sandwiches and cake – although you might agree with your opponents to provide lunch instead – sandwiches, fruit and cake. You should ask your team to each bring along food to share. 
When playing away, please co-ordinate transport to ensure maximum use of car share. Travel costs for one car per match can be reimbursed at the rate of 20p per mile. Claims should be made to the Treasurer.
Agreed travel and catering costs can be reimbursed by the club – claims should be made to the Treasurer and left in the Committee mail box.
Selecting your team

League play is an excellent way for beginners and those lacking confidence to build up their skills.

It is also a way of involving a large number of members in competitive play outside of the club.

Therefore team captains are expected to ensure that everyone who is eligible and who wants to, can put their name forward for consideration.

Early in the season, lists will be put up in the club house listing the dates of play for each league team and members invited to sign up as an expression of interest.

Captains are expected to balance the need to select a strong team, with the value of encouraging as many people as possible and supporting them to play.

Remember, that particularly for home games, it is possible to substitute players in the afternoon, which enables more people to play and may make it easier for those who cannot really be available all day.
Etiquette / code of conduct
Team captains should be familiar with our Code of Conduct and ensure all members of their team behave in accordance with this.

Visiting teams are our guests and should be shown around our facilities. They should be politely informed about parking and smoking restrictions.
When playing away matches, please respect the effort put into the host club by players and by others who may be helping with the lawns or catering.

Remember to thank them for their hospitality and good play at the end of the day – even if it hasn’t been ideal!

It is not permissible to give comment or advice to team members during a game, unless it is to your doubles partner.

If you win, win graciously and thank your opponent.

If you lose, lose graciously and congratulate your opponent.

Generally when watching a game players and spectators should

· Talk quietly so players are not distracted

· Not make comments about the game or players that may be overheard by the players

· Not make comments, signs or gestures to the players that might assist them in their game – the players are their own referees and will call for an independent referee if they want to

· Not walk across the lawns

· Not cross a player’s sight line when they are taking a stroke

Croquet is both a competitive and a friendly game.

Please do your bit to ensure everyone enjoys the game and the company.
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